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THE 


SPEECH, 

&  c. 


MY  LORDS, 

Although  i  am  perfuaded  there  can  be 

but  one  opinion  in  this  Houle  with  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  the  Add  refs  which  has  been  fub- 
mitted  to  you,  yet  I  cannot  content  myfelf  with 
giving  a  lilent  vote  on  this  occadon.  1  am  per- 
fedtly  ready  to  concur  in  the  alTu ranees  of  fup- 
porting  his  Majelty  with  every  poflible  degree  of 

and  to  the  fulled  extent  the 
n  delire  (witneffing  as  I  have 
done  for  fome  time  pad,  the  hodile  and  domi¬ 
neering  fpirit  manifefted  towards  this  country  by 
the  government  of  France)  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  conddent  with  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  or 
the  charadier  of  this  country,  that  this  Addrefs 
fhould  pafs  in  the  way  in  which  Noble  Lords 
feem  to  incline.  The  ambiguous  and  unde¬ 
fined  date  in  which  the  Noble  Secretary  has  left 
the  fubjedl,  makes  it  neceflary  for  me  to  call  the 
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fpirit  and  vigour, 
Noble  Secretary  c 
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attention  of  your  Lordfhips  to  a  few  of  the  con- 
federations  which  may  adluate  my  condudt 
hereafter,  and  with  which  I  muft  qualify  the 
vote  I  fhall  give  on  this  occafion.  I  mu  ft  be  fa- 
tisfied,  as  f  truft  I  fhall  be,  that  circumftances 
have  actually  occurred  on  the  part  of  France, 
which  call  for  this  fudden  change  of  condudt,  and 
appearance  of  energy ,  in  his  Majefty’s  Minifters ;  I 
mu  ft  be  fatisfied  that  this  is  no  empty  difplay  of 
valourous  exertion,  no  idle  threat  for  the  purpofe. 
of  carrying  fome  unimportant  point  in  negocia- 
tion.  I  hope  that  it  may  not  prove  to  be  a  mere 
bravado,  to  cover  any  additional  conceffions  to 
the  government  of  France ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  truft  that  Minifters  have  not  adopted  a 
meafure  which  mu  ft  neceftarily  produce  a  very 
ltrong  fenfation  throughout  the  country,  in  order 
to  attribute  to  the  credit  of  their  vigorous  con¬ 
duct,  conceftions  which  have  perhaps  been  al¬ 
ready  agreed  to  in  our  favour.  I  mu  ft  make 
the  refervation  for  inquiry  hereafter,  whether  a 
crifis  fo  lerious  as  the  prefent,  could  not  have 
been  prevented :  and  if  it  fhall  appear  from  its 
nature  it  could  not  have  been  prevented ,  this  fur¬ 
ther  queft  ion  will  then  remain  : — Whether  it  had 
not  long  ago  indicated  itfelf  fo  diftindlly,  as  that 
plain  policy  called  upon  Minifters  to  grapple 
with  it  at  once,  when  we  could  have  met  it  on 
terms  lefs  difadvaptageous  than  thofe  on  which 
we  muft  now  encounter  it  ?  The  communi- 
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cation  which  has  been  made  to  this  Houfe  has 
already  created  conliderable  alarm  in  the  public 
mind,  and  much  mifchief  has  refulted  from  it  to 
thole  perfons  pofleffitig  property  in  the  funds  ; 
and  1  trult  that  in  due  time,  and  at  no  very  re¬ 
mote  period,  his  Majelty’s  Minilters  will  afford 
the  Houfe  a  fuli  explanation  on  this  point.  But 
the  lilence  of  the  Noble  Lord,  at  prefent,  on  the 
lubjedt,  renders  it  neceffary  for  me  to  recur  to 
thofe  circum fiances  in  the  laid  Seflion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  keep  out 
of  view  on  this  occalion,  but  under  which  the 
Noble  Lord  and  his  colleagues  then  allured  us, 
that  the  country  was  perfedtly  reltored  to  peace. 
His  Majelty’s  Minilters  then  declared  that  they 
had  every  reafon  to  rely  on  the  pacific  difpolition 
of  France,  and  that  there  was  every  probability 
both  of  the  permanence  and  fecurity  of  that 
peace  which  had  been  concluded.  I  would 
alk  thofe  Noble  Lords  what  new  circumltance 
has  lince  occurred  to  fhake  their  faith  in  that  pa¬ 
cific  fecurity  ?  Did  not  all  the  caufes  of  dilcuf- 
fion,  and  all  the  difficulties  which  accompany  it, 
exilt  then  as  well  as  at  this  day  ?  The  danger  then, 
as  far  as  we  have  ground  to  judge,  was  no  lefs 
preffing  than  at  prefent.  What  then,  I  with  to 
know,  are  the  peculiar  circumftances  which  caiL 
for  this  fudaen  change  of  fyltem  by  his  Majelty's 
Miniders  ?  Surely  fome  indications  Ihould  be 
given,  fome  lights  fhould  be  thrown  out,  for 
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the  fatisfa&ion  and  information  of  this  Houle, 
and  of  the  country. 

The  Noble  Secretary  will  perhaps  decline  fuch 
an  explanation  from  prudential  motives ;  he  may 
poffibly  plead,  that  fuch  a  difclofure  might  give 
umbrage  to  a  perfonage,  at  the  head  of  affairs 
in  another  country,  and  who  is  a  principal  party 
in  the  pending  negotiation.  What  is  there  in 
the  condudl  or  character  of  that  perfonage  to¬ 
wards  this  country  which  peculiarly  entitles  him 
to  our  forbearance  ?  Is  there  a  Angle  point  of 
Britifh  intereft  afloat  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
where  we  cannot  trace  his  hoffdity  ?  For  my 
part,  my  Lords,  after  con lidering  what  has  lately 
patTed,  after  reflecting  on  the  overbearing  and 
irritating  language  which  has  been  employed  by 
tbofe  who  govern  that  country,  I  do  not  think 
that  quite  fo  much  of  punctilious  delicacy  is  ne- 
ceflfary.  I  do  not  think  that  any  thing  which  the 
candour  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  might  induce 
them  to  difclofe  at  this  day,  could  alter  any 
determination  which  that  perfonage  already  en¬ 
tertains,  or  provoke  any  meafure  on  his  part,  to 
which  he  has  not  already  made  up  his  mind. 
Am  I  to  fuppofe  that  Minifters  fear  by  an  open 
declaration  to  offend  the  Firjl  Conful  of  France  ? 
As  for  my  part,  I  have  no  notion  of  talking  longer 
with  compliment  towards  this  new  Hannibal; 
who  has  fworn  on  the  altar  of  his  inordinate  am- 
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bition,  deadly  and  eternal  enmity  to  the  intereds 
and  profperity  of  this  country. — ( An  univerfal  cry 
of  Hear  !  hear  ! )  Such  fear,  however,  fo  far  from 
fecuring  us  againft  his  ambition  and  refentment, 
would  be  the  certain  means  of  expofing  us  to 
their  effe&s.  His  condudl  has  already  placed  his 
intentions  beyond  doubt.  What  !  are  we  to  per- 
dd  in  ceremonious  flexure  and  humble  courtefy, 
after  fo  full  an  experience  that  they  only  invite 
aggreffion  ?  Are  we  to  confirm  the  Chief  Con- 
ful  in  the  mifchievous  fuppofition,  that  he  has  only 
to  advance  with  confidence  to  enfure  our  ohfequious 
recejfion  ! !  !  If  he  be  difpofed  to  threaten  us  with 
the  confequences,  it  is  not  by  profiration  or  timid 
forbearance  that  we  fhall  avoid  thofe  confe¬ 
quences.  That  would  not  be  the  fuccefsful  mode 
of  conciliating  his  refpect,  or  obtaining  his  mo¬ 
deration.  No  ;  if  we  would  confult  our  mod: 
immediate  intered,  as  well  as  maintain  our  die:- 

O 

mty,  and  uphold  our  national  character,  we  mud 
fhevv  that  man  that  we  are  not  to  be  intimidated 
by  the  menace  of  confequences .  We  mud,  in  the 
language  of  our  immortal  bard, 

“  Be  flirring  as  the  time,  be  fire  with  fire, 

“  Threaten  the  threat'ner,  and  outface  the  brow 
“  Of  bragging  horror — ” 

not  from  any  odentatious  boad  of  courage, 
but  for  the  fake  of  this  folid  advantage,  that  the 
refult  will  be  (to  follow  a  little  further  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  bard) — 
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So  fhall  inferior  eyes, 


u  That  borrow  their  behaviour  from  the  greats 
46  Grow  great  by  your  example,  and  put  on 
ct  The  ufeful  fpirit  of  refolution.” 


It  is  in  this  tone  we  fhould  call  upon  the 
country  to  regard  its  polition.  We  muft  bold¬ 
ly  look  our  danger  in  the  face,  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  it  in  its  word:  form  !  It  is 
therefore  that  I  exprefs  my  hope,  this  conduct 
on  the  part  of  Miniders  is  not  an  empty  parade 
of  valour,  but  a  meafure  of  promptitude  and 
vigour,  which  they  are  prepared  to  follow  up 
and  a6t  upon,  fhould  occafion  inevitably  call 
for  it.  The  public  mind  fhould  not  be  unnecef- 
farily  alarmed  and  agitated.  Thefe  appeals  will 
lofe  their  effeft  if  they  are  lightly  made,  or  for 
any  other  purpofe  than  to  roufe  the  energies  of 
the  people  to  repel  real  aggreffion.  If  the  Chief 
Conful  of  France  be  fo  far  advanced  in  meafures 
of  hoflile  menace,  as  to  provoke  this  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Government,  it  is  in 
vain,  my  Lords,  to  fuppofe  he  will  flop  here. 
I  have  lod  all  hope  to  that  effe61.  No  man  who 
views  his  character,  who  contemplates  his  vehe¬ 
mence,  and  impetuous  difpofition,  who  redeems 
on  his  rooted  animofity  to  this  country,  who  cal¬ 
culates  the  boundlefs  fcope  of  his  ambition,  and 
condders  alfo  the  uncommon  powers  of  his 
mind,  will  doubt  that  his  projects  are  already 
fafhioned,  and  that  he  is  only  meafuring  the  op- 
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portunities  which  may  beft  fuit  their  advance¬ 
ment.  But,  my  Lords,  fortunately  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  humanity,  the  paffions  of  the  boldeft 
and  the  moft  defpotic  rulers  are  fometimes  con¬ 
trolled  by  public  opinion.  There  is  no  ruler, 
however  abfolute  his  fway,  however  extent! ve  his 
authority,  that  muft  not  in  fome  degree  confult 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  over  whom  he  pre- 
fides  ;  and  this  man,  immeafurable  as  Ins  power  is, 
muft,  notwithftanding,  advert  to  the  difpofttion, 
and  be  anfwerable  to  the  fenfe  of  the  French 
nation.  To  that  nation  then  let  our  prompti¬ 
tude,  vigilance,  and  vigour,  afford  an  ufeful 
appeal  again  ft  the  deftgns  of  their  Ruler.  Let 
that  nation  have  the  opportunity  of  determining 
whether  it  will  again  plunge  into  the  calamities, 
and  encounter  all  the  horrors  of  war  and  its  con¬ 
comitant  diftreftes,  to  gratify  the  headftrong 
paffions  of  the  perfon  who  has  attained  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  its  fortunes.  I  am  confident  that  fuch 
an  appeal  as  this  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
I  truft  that  there  is  ftill  a  lufhcient  degree  of 
good  fenfe  in  the  people  of  France,  to  avert 
(by  their  decided  difapprobation  of  it)  a  war,  not 
undertaken  for  the  interefis  or  honour  of  their 
country,  but  grounded  on  the  capricious  and 
extravagant  animofity  of  an  individual . 

No  profeffion  can  come  more  truly  from  the 
heart,  or  can  be  uttered  with  more  folemnity  of 
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fenfation,  than  the  anxious  prayer  which  I  offer, 
That  peace  may  be  ftill  preferved;  contemplating 
war  as  at  all  times  a  dreadful  calamity.  1  feel  that 
peace  is  peculiarly  indifpenfable  to  the  prefent 
dtuation  of  this  country,  if  the  alternative  be  any 
thing  fhort  of  podtive  ruin  ;  but  the  fydem  of  un- 
ceafing  fubmiflion  to  the  domineering  arrogance 
of  an  implacable  rival  is  pofitive  ruin,  in  the 
cleared;  confequence  and  drifted  acceptation  of 
the  term.  Even  towards  the  objeft  of  preferv- 
ing  peace ;  fure  I  am,  that  a  too  zealous  difplay 
of  folicitude  to  maintain  it,  would  be  more  likely 
to  excite  than  to  avert  hodility  on  the  part  of 
the  Chief  Conful ;  and  therefore  let  us,  in  mani- 
feding  our  dedre  for  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
mark  our  decidon  and  readinefs  to  meet  the  other 
ifiue.  I  would  fay,  on  this  occadon,  to  France, 
as  one  honed  and  determined  Englifhman  would 
fay  to  another  :  “  1  defire  to  live  with  you  on  terms 
of  friend  (hip  and  mutual  kindnefs  ;  but  do  not  perfifl 
in  a  fpecies  of  conduft  that  muft  provoke  me  beyond 
forbearance.  Here  is  the  line,  which  bounds  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  me.  My  inter  eft  ^  my  honour , 
will  admit  of  no  encroachment  beyond  it .  Remain 
on  that  fide  of  it,  and  we  are  friends ;  pafs  it ;  place 
a  foot  here,  and  in  that  inftayit  it  is  war ,  with¬ 
out  further  altercation”  It  is,  my  Lords,  in 
this  drm  and  determined  tone  that  we,  the 
people  of  England,  fhould  addrefs  the  Fird 
Conful;  that  we  Should  draw  the  demarcation^ 
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the  lead  tranfgreffion  of  which  fhould  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  unequivocal  declaration  of  war ; 
and  he  would  be  anfwerable  for  the  confequences. 
— (Hear!  hear !  from  all  fides  of  the  Houfe.) 
Such  a  tone,  my  Lords,  would  be  our  beft, 
is  our  only  fecurity  for  peace.  Let  Minifters 
hold  fuch  language  to  the  Chief  Conful.  If  he 
be  the  fovereign  power  in  France,  and  he  re-  . 
jeils  their  fair  overtures,  the  French  people  will 
then  fee  that  he  is  the  caufe  of  involving  the 
two  nations  in  hoftility,  and  that  his  reftlefs  am¬ 
bition  brings  on  them  the  calamities  of  war.  I 
trufl  that  we  fhall  fpeedily  learn  the  immediate 
caufes  which  have  thus  fuddenly  ailuated  his 
Majefty’s  Minifters.  If  the  circumflances  be 
fuch  as  to  call  for  intrant  exertion,  the  country 
ought  to  be  apprized  unequivocally  of  its  real 
danger  ;  let  that  danger  be  but  fairly  placed  in 
view ;  let  the  people  know  what  they  fhall  pro¬ 
bably  have  to  encounter,  and  I  am  confident 
that  they  will  ail  with  the  fame  energy  and  re- 
folution  with  which  they  have  ever  ailed.  Tell 
them  candidly  what  they  are  to  expeit,  and  they 
will  meet  with  vigour  every  attempt  fuch  an 
enemy  may  meditate.  We  are  not,  my  Lords, 
to  calculate  upon  what  fuch  an  enemy  may  at¬ 
tempt,  by  the  difficulties  which  he  would  have 
to  encounter.  Every  man  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  of  that  Q  erf  on  who  governs  the 
country  of  France,  muft  know,  that  the  difii- 
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culty,  fo  far  from  damping,  would  rather  dimu- 
late  his  ambition.  He  has  already  performed 
things  which  appeared  to  others  impracticable  ; 
and  he  lias  achieved  them  becaufe  that,  in  fadt, 
in  war,  enterprifes  of  the  greateft  difficulty  are 
often  rendered  feasible,  by  that  fuppofed  impoffi- 
bility  which  entails  neglect  of  defend ve  precau¬ 
tion.  JVe  Jhould  prepare  our  minds  for  an  attempt 
upon  this  country.  To  talk  of  the  poffible  fubju- 
gation  of  this  country  would  be  an  abfurdity  ; 
and  nobody  can  think  me  childifh  enough  to 
hold  it  forth  as  an  object  of  the  remoteft  appre- 
henfion  ;  but  there  are  points  infinitely  fhort  of 
that  refult,  fo  confonant  to  the  views  of  the 
Chief  Conful,  that  every  effort  on  his  part  to 
effect  them  mutt  appear  lingularly  probable.  I 
t lienee  think  wc  are  to  look  to  an  invafion,  con- 
tidering  the  extent  of  coaft  poffeffed  by  the 

enemy - 1  hope,  there  is  nothing  ominous  in 

the  ufe  of  a  word ,  which  has  dropped  from  me 
inadvertently — 1  with  to  regard  the  peace  as  thill 
exifting,  and  earned ly  hope  that  the  meafures 
now  taking  may  condrm  it ;  but  from  the  dif- 
podtions  that  have  been  (hewn,  my  ufe  of  the 
word  enemy  may  not  feem  a  drained  anticipa¬ 
tion.  That  a  landing  is  practicable  at  fome 
point,  from  a  line  of  coad  which  almofl  wraps 
ras  round,  no  man  will  deny ;  and  if  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  fuch  a  landing .  would  be  a  firft  and 
favourite  plan  of  the  Chief  Conful,  its  taking 
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place  will  appear  not  merely  practicable  but 
probable.  Thofe  who  have  clofely  obferved 
the  charadlcr  of  that  perfonage ,  mull  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  is  the  very  7nan  who  would 
coolly  calculate  upon  the  total  deftru£lion  of 
any  army  he  might  land,  balanced  againft 
the  mifchief  its  defcent  would  create  in  this 
country,  or  any  collateral  advantage  it  might 
afford  him.  The  facrifice  of  fuch  an  army 
would  but  feebly  weigh  in  his  mind  againft 
the  convulfion  of  which  he  would  hope  ( hut  de- 
lufively  hope)  to  excite  in  a  country  he  envies 
and  detefts.  We  muft  therefore,  my  Lords, 
contemplate  our  danger  in  its  full  extent ; 
vve  muft  make  up  our  minds  ;  we  muft  look 
this  threatened  hoftility  in  the  face,  and  be 
prepared  to  meet  it  on  Britifh  ground. — 
(Hear!  hear!  hear!)  What,  my  Lords,  can  we 
have  any  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  that  man 
who  tells  us,  and  tells  the  world,  that  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  are  organized  to  his  alliance,  and 
that  he  has  500.000  men  in  arms  ;  that  Eng¬ 
land  ALONE  CANNOT  STRUGGLE  WITH  FRANCE  ? 
What,  my  Lords  !  England  single-handed 
not  able  to  struggle  with  France  ?  Where 
has  the  Chief  Conful  acquired  this  information  ? 
Has  he  made  this  deduction  from  the  ielfon 
which  he  received  through  the  unparalleled  gal¬ 
lantry  of  my  Noble  Friend  on  my  right  hand  ? 
(Lord  Nelfon.)  Did  he  draw  that  conclufton 
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from  the  fplendid  achievements  of  the  other 
Noble  Lord  on  my  left  hand,  whom  I  have 
fimilarly  the  pride  to  call  my  Friend  ?  (Lord 
Hutchinfon.)* — (Marked  approbation  at  both  thefe 
alluftons.)  From  what  period  of  biflory  has  he  dif- 
covered  that  Britifh  valour,  when  fingle-handed, 
has  not  always  fhewn  itfelf  moft  competent  to 
grapple  with  the  power  of  France,  apd  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  confli6l  ?  There  may  be  circum- 
fiances  when  allies  are  incumbrances;  from  the 
diffraction  of  views,  their  enterprifes  may  have 
failed ;  but  when  our  native  gallantry  has 
been  allowed  its  free  fcope,  and  liberated  from 
the  fhackles  of  foreign  co-operation,  we  have 
uniformly  maintained  our  glory,  and  humbled  the 
proud  boaflings  of  the  enemy.  Does  he  miflake 
for  fear  the  rational  jealoufy  with  which  we  have 
watched  the  augmentation  of  French  power  ? 
There  is  nothing  in  it  that  can  chill  one  Britifh 
breafl.  Should  fuch  an  enemy,  my  Lords,  be 
difpofed  to  try  the  experiment  on  Englifh  ground, 
I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  final  refult :  he  will 
find  Britifh  bofoms  ft  ill  fired  with  the  fame 
courage,  and  Britifh  valour  nerved  with  the  fame 
energies  that  have  at  all  times  diftinguifhed  their 
anceftors.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  tone  in 
which  the  people  of  this  sountry  fhould  be 
addreffed  on  this  occafion :  the  Noble  Secre¬ 
tary  fhould  have  laid  fomething  to  roufc  and 
to  animate  \  official  detail  will  never  prepare 
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the  nation  for  what  it  probably  may  have  . 
to  encounter.  It  fhould  not  be  concealed 
from  the  gallant  race  of  men  who  compofe  the 
population  of  this  empire,  that  nothing  is  more 
probable  than  an  attempt  to  land  on  the  flrfh 
commencement  of  hoftilities :  for,  if  the  danger 
be  but  fairly  pointed  out ;  if  Englishmen  be 
taught  that  they  are  to  fight  for  their  hearths , 
for  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  precious  to 
fathers  and  to  hufbands,  for  their  property,  their 
honour,  and  their  liberties,  and  all  the  cordial 
relations  of  Social  life,  I  am  confident  they  will 
meet  it  as  they  ought,  and  as  they  have  ever 
done.  If  thofe  who  Shall  be  intruded  with  the 
management  of  the  public  defence  conduct  it 
with  common  prudence,  defeat  mufl  rapidly 
follow  attack.  In  any  attempt  the  enemy  might 
make,  their  principal  objedt  would  be  to  create 
as  much  confufion  as  poflible  ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  effecting  that,  they  would  pufh  on  for  the 
capital.  To  prevent  any  apprehenfion  which 
the  news  of  landing  might  otherwife  occafion,  it 
is  of  the  firft  confequence  that  the  capital  fhould 
be  unequivocally  allured  every  effort  will  be 
made  for  its  defence  and  Security :  and  I  do  not 
hefitate  to  fay,  that  any  commander,  finding 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  between  London 
and  the  enemy,  and  Suffering  that  enemy  to  reach 
the  capital  without  having  given  him  battle, 
ought  to  lofe  his  head  !  I  do  not  mean  to  indi- 
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cate  one  of  thofe  common-place  actions,  where, 
after  a  certain  interchange  of  fire,  and  a  partial 
lots,  a  General  thinks  he  has  done  enough  to 
jufiify  his  withdrawing  from  the  field. 

The  conteft  here  muft  be  one  where  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  one  army  fhall  be  rifked  for  the  de¬ 
ft  ruct  ion  of  the  other,  for  this  obvious  reafon, 
that  no  worfe  confequence  would  follow  the  ruin 
of  that  body  of  our  troops  than  would  attend 
the  enemy’s  reaching  the  capital  unfought. 

I  repeat  it,  the  creation  of  confufion  would  be 
all  the  enemy  could  have  promifed  himfelf  in  the 
outfet;  and  you  will  judge  how  this  objeft  would 
be  effected  by  the  occupation  of  the  metropolis. 

That  confufion,  however,  though  we  are 
called  upon  at  every  hazard  to  prevent  it,  would 
produce  but  a  fhort-lived  inconvenience.  No, 
my  Lords ;  fhould  ever  an  hofiile  army  dare  to 
fully  thefe  fhores  of  England,  to  taint  this  land  of 
freedom  with  their  unhallowed  feet,  momentary 
indeed  would  be  their  boafi  ;  no  trophies  would 
they  carry  back  to  commemorate  their  enter- 
prife,  and  their  retreat  would  be  difgraceful 
flight,  if  even  the  means  of  flight  could  be  open 
to  favc  them  from  unconditional  furrender.— 
(Hear!  hear  !  hear !  from  every  part  of  the  Houfe.) 
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If,  my  Lords,  there  be  dill  difaffedted  perfons 
in  this  country,  I  hope  the  number  is  few  and 
defpicable  ;  but,  were  they  ten  times  more  nu¬ 
merous,  they  mud  fhrink  into  contempt  and 
difmay  the  moment  they  perceive  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  brave,  the  loyal,  and  the  patriotic, 
to  defend  their  King,  their  Country,  and  their 
Conditution,  againd  all  enemies  foreign  or 
domedic.  Let  us,  my  Lords,  declare  our  readi- 
nefs  to  fupport,  not  with  zeal  and  unanimity 
merety,  but  with  the  ardour  of  devotion,  a  Sove¬ 
reign,  who,  through  the  courfe  of  his  long 
reign,  has  merited  the  fond  affection  of  his 
people ;  to  fupport  him  (who  may  be  truly 
termed  the  Father  of  his  Country)  in  maintaining 
the  dignity  of  his  Crown  againd  every  aggref- 
don  ;  and  the  fpirits  of  the  difaffedted  (if  fuch 
there  be)  will  dnk,  their  hopes  will  vanifh, 
while  the  energy  and  adtivity  of  the  people  at 
large  will  rife  in  proportion.  My  Lords,  I  beg 
pardon  for  trefpafling  much  longer  on  your  atten¬ 
tion  than  I  propofed  at  my  brd  ridng :  I  fhould 
not  have  done  fo,  but  for  the  tame  manner 
in  which  I  faw  this  vote  pading  off.  My  re¬ 
commendation  is  (if  I  may  prefume  to  fugged: 
any  thing  to  his  Majedy’s  Miniders),  that 
they  fhould  candidly  and  manfully  fpeak  out  ; 
that  they  fhould  apprize  the  people  of  the 
utmoft  extent  of  their  danger ;  and,  my  Lords, 
I  would  rifk  my  life  that  the  people  will  meet 
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the  crilis  with  that  heady  and  invincible  forti¬ 
tude  which  has  always  characterized  them.  We, 
my  Lords,  have  but  one  common  caufe  with  the 
people,  that  is,  the  defence  and  fecurity  of 
our  common  country  ;  and  in  this  glorious  and 
momentous  caufe,  I  am  fure  that  all  the  different 
orders  of  the  State  will  ftand  or  fall  together. 


Lord  Moira’s  fpeech  created  a  mo  ft  extraordi- 
dinary  fenfation  in  the  Houfe,  and  was  repeated¬ 
ly  interrupted  (a  circumftance  very  unufual  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers)  by  cheers  of  Hear !  hear  ! 


T^e  end. 
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